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TWELFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  BROOKLYN  ASSOCIATION  FOR  IMPROVING 
THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  POOR. 


The  Brooklyn  As«ociatioi3  for  Improving  tlie  Con- 
dition of  tiin  Poor,  has  been  in  existence  about 
twelve  years. 

Its  plan  of  operation  was  devised,  and  its  forma- 
tion completed  by  sotne  of  the  best  minds  in  our 
community. 

It.  was  the  intention  of  the  orig^inators  of  tliis  asso- 
ciation, lo  improve  the  moral  as  well  as  physical 
condition  of  the  destitute — to  furnish  relief  from 
suffering,  but  to  have  charity  so  mingled  with  sympa- 
thy, immediate  relief  with  encouragement  and  kind- 
ness, that  hope  should  he  inspired,  effort  aroused, 
energies  stimulated,  and  present  recipients  become 
future  donors. 

These  objects  have  from  year  to  year  in  a  good 
degree,  been  realized. 
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The  Board  of  Managers,  now  at  its  twelfth  annual 
meeting,  congratulate  the  Association  on  its  success- 
ful course  through  so  long  a  term  of  years. 

The  necessity  for  such  an  organization  as  this, 
which  reaches  every  street,  lane  and  alley  in  tlie 
city,  that  provides  for  such  cases  of  siift'ering  as 
private  charity  overlook,  and  munici[)al  provision 
for  the  poor  reject,  is  so  well  established  that  :  his 
Association  is  recognized,  e(|nally,  as  one  of  the 
standing  inslilutions  of  our  city,  and  an  honor  to  our 
citizens. 

The  operations  of  your  Association  for  the  year 
past,  have  been  on  a  much  larger  scale  than  any 
previous  year.  The  severity  of  the  winter,  the  un- 
common high  prices  of  food  and  fuel,  together  with 
the  limited  demand  for  all  kinds  «>f  labor,  comjiellcd 
many  to  seek  relief  through  this  Association  tliMt 
never  before  required  assistance. 

From  the  20rh  of  November,  ISol,  to  April  1st, 
1855,  there  was  distributed  one  thousand  and  eighty 
tons  of  coal,  at  an  aggregate  cost  of  $7,928. 
Provisions  were  furnished,  princi [)ally  in  lice,  meal, 
ti»h, beans  and  molasses. 

The  whole  c<\st  of  provisions  was  8'^', 1 00. 

The  articles  were  furni.shed  at  the  following  prices, 
viz.:— meal  3  c.  per  lb.,  rice  4  1-2  c.  per  lb.,  fish  4  c. 
per  lb.,  beans  G  c.  per  quart,  mol arises  9  cents  per 
quart. 
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Cases  of  sickness,  infirmity,  and  peculiar  necessity, 
were  supplied  occasionally  with  tea,  sugar  and 
bread,  but  these  were  the  exceptions,  and  not  the 
rule. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pairs^of  shoes  were 
furnished,  at  a  cost  of  $141. 

Your  Association  also  made  a  donation  to  the 
Soup -house  Association  of  $200. 

Your  charities  were  distributed  to  a  much  larger 
number  the  past  season,  than  in  any  preceeding  year 
— two  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  families, 
comprising  eleven  thousand  and  fifty-six  individuals 
were  tho  recipients  of  your  bounty — averaging  about 
one  dollar  and  thirty-four  cents  to  each  person 
assisted. 

To  meet  this  large  expenditure,  there  was  paid 
into  the  treasury  by  visitors,  the  sum^'of  $8,403  42. 

The  7)oard  with  grateful  remembrance,  renewedly 
make  mention  of  the  following  institutions  and 
churches  that  contributed  as  follows,  viz.: 


New  York  National  Insurance  Co  $  50  00 

"      Board  of  Brokers   250  00 

Corn  Exchange   800  00 

St.  Peter's  Church,  Rev.  Mr.  Stearns   ()5  62 

Church  of  theriloTims,Rev.Dr.  Storrs   100  00 

First  Baptist  Church,  Rev.  Mr.  Briggs   IHO  00 

Church  on  the  Height^^,  Rev.  Dr.  Bethune   17G  29 

^    Ohurcli  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Rev.  Dr.  Lewis   181  55 

St.  Ami's,  Rev.  Dr.  Culler   296  98 

Plymouth  Church,  Rev.  H.  W.  Boecher   400  00 

Brooklyn  Thistle  Benevolent  Association  100  00 


Early  in  the  month  of  February,  it  was  known  to 
members  of  your  Boar^,  that  clothing,  bedding, 
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fnrnitare,  &c.,  of  variinis  wortliy  funiilios  had  hoen 
deposited  witli  pawn-brokers  to  afTord  the  owners* 
and  their  families  temporary  relief.  It  was  also 
apparent  that  your  Association  could  not  continue 
through  the  month  to  meet  the  demands  for  food 
and  fuel,  unless  prompt  and  liberal  means  were  fur- 
nished. On  presenting  these  facts  to  the  Mayor,  he 
issued  the  following  call  for  a  public  meeting  of  our 
citizens  ; 

Dear  Sir  : — The  condition  ot  the  poor  in  our  city  roqniros 
immodiiitcM'elior.  More  than  thirteen  hundred  families  receive 
tViiWy  assistance  from  *•  The  Association  for  tlie  lmpro^ cnient 
of  the  Condition  of  the  Poor,"  and  thousands  are  still  sulfcrinjj 
tor  lielp,  whicli  the  Association  is  unahle  to  afford  thorn.  Its 
moans  are  exhausted,  and,  in  this  inclement  season,  tho  poor 
are  starving  and  freezing  in  our  midst.  The  distress  from  the 
want  of  food,  clothing  and  fuel  is  «^roator  and  more  universal 
in  our  city  than  lias  over  boon  known  before,  and  evon  in 
tinios  of  pestilence  it  lias  been  scarcely  more  appaUin<(  than 
now.  lltflp  must  ))e  had  innnediately,  or  famine^  and  want, 
Willi  disease,  will  follow. 

Jn  view  of  this  emergency,  you  are  earnestly  ref|uested  to 
aiionil  a  public  nn'oting  for  tln'  fui  thor  rolirf  of  the  pofir,  to 
be  held  in  the  Supremo  Court  Room.  City  Hall,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  the  lIUli  insl.atT.i  o'clock        Gko.  Hall,.  Mayor. 

City  Hall,  Feb.  10th,  lSr.r>. 

Tn  answer  to  this  call,  our  citizens  cnme  together 
in  larger  numbers  than  ever  before  on  any  like 
occasion,  and  with  a  liberality  worthy  the  highest 
praise,  contributed  the  gum  of  three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars. 

This  liberal  a'nd  well-timed  addition  to  the  funds 
of  the  Association^  enabled  them  to  meet  and  provide 
for  all  cases  of  positive  suffering,  and  also  redeem 
from  the  pawn-broker  the  property  of  some  thirty- 
seven  fajnilies,  mostly  mechanic^  and  widows. 


Some  three  liundrecl  second  hantl-garments  wera 
received  and  carefully  distributed  among  the  destitute. 
As  this  mode  of  charity  lays  comparatively  no  bur- 
df3n  upon  the  contributors,  and  is  so  important  and 
valuable  to  half-clad  widows,  decripit  age,  and 
s'lfTering  children,  your  Board  take  this  opportunity 
to  direct  public  attention  to  this  mode  of  relief,  and 
solicit  more  ireneral  contributions  of  cast-oftVh>thinef 
than  has  heretofore  been  bestowed. 

Several  of  our  benevolent  societies^  and  individuals, 
have  contributed  comforters  and  new  under  garments, 
for  which  they  will  please  receive  the  thanks  of  the 
recipients. 

Tn  the  last  annual  report,  your  Board  say,**  the 
present  system  of  distributing  our  means  lails  to 
work  as  well  as  could  be  wished.  Various  plans  are 
now  under  consideration  by  thf^  Board  of  iNFanagers, 
and  it  is  confidently  believed  that  this  defect  in  the 
working  of  our  system  will  be  remedied.'* 

The  system  of  distribution  alluded  to,  and  which 
had  been  in  operation  for  several  years,  was  one 
general  dep(jt  for  all  provisions,  and  all  applicants 
aent  to  one  place. 

The  objections  were, 

Ist.  The  expense  of  store  rent,  lighting,  warming, 
agents  and  clei  ks  to  do  the  woik. 

2d.  The  more  delicate  and  refined,  who  unfortu- 
nately required  assistance,  were  brought  in  imme- 
diate contact  with  the  coarse  and  rude,  and  thus  our 
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cliavilies,  instead  of  rarryino  romfori  nml  hopf, 
carried  to  ilicm  a  painful  sen^e  of  degradation. 

8d.  'J'liat  widows  and  rliildic]i  after  liaving  ob- 
tained an  order  from  tlieir  visitor,  and  travelled  one, 
sometimes  two  miles  to  the  depot,  were  oUlioed  to 
stand  outside  in  tlic  coldest  weather^  lialf-clad  as 
they  were,  sometimes  for  two  hours,  waiting  ihoir 
turn  to  i)e  helped,  as  the  depot  could  accommodate 
l)utsome  15  or  20  persons  at  once,  whih^  frequently 
tliere  would  he  a  larger  number  standing  outside. 

The  plan  adopted  in  its  place  was,  to  contract  with 
laige  dealers  for  whatever  amount  might  be  wanted 
more  or  less,  appoint  a  grocer  in  each  ward  who 
would  be  furnished  with  the  articles  at  cost,  allow 
liim  a  small  advance  for  his  trouble  and  expense. 
Visitors  in  each  ward  drawing  theii'  orders  on  liim. 
The  result  has  been  entirely  satisfactoiy,  the  Board 
are  confident  that  a  considerable  saving  is  realised 
on  actual  cost,  while  tin*  mode  of  dislrihulioii  is  l)y 
far  the  best,  as  by  it  each  recipient  is  furnished  wilh- 
ont  dtday  or  loss  of  time,  and  the  exact  amount  of 
the  order  ]nomptly  d(^livered. 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction  the  Hoard  mention 
that  no  instance  of  injustice  either  in  quantity  or 
quality  came  to  their  knowledge  through  the  entire 
winter.  Tiiey  cfunmend  the  system  to  their  suc- 
cessors. 

In  every  city,  large  as  Brooklyn  now  is,  charities 
are  always  wanted,  and  the  poor  will  always  be 
there.    But  when  that  city,  like  Brooklyn  and  New 
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York,  stands  at  tlie  gate-way  of  inaoming  emigration, 
and  lias  a  constant  current  of  the  poor  of  all  nations 
poured  into  it,  it  must  expect  endless  calls  for  relief 
for  the  suffering.  Our  citizens  have  thus  far,  met 
these  demands  cheerfully,  and  while  it  is  noble  and 
Christian  to  furnish  relief  promptly  and  freely,  your 
Board  have  for  a  long  time  felt  that,  for  many  of  your 
recipients,  there  might  be  furnished  something  even 
better  than  provisions  or  money,  and  that  belter  thing 
is  worl\ 

The  great  want  of  our  poor,  is  employment  ;  give 
them  that,  and  three-fourths  of  your  charities  may 
remain  in  your  pockets  ;  give  them  work,  and  you 
allow  them  to  maintain  their  independence ;  you 
inspire  hope,  quicken  ambition,  and  stimulate  dor- 
mant energies  >  you  cany  encouragement  to  many 
who.  now  are  discouraged,  and  from  many  a  heart 
you  drive  despair. 

In  the  hope  that  some  plan  may  be  devised  to 
accomplish  so  desirable  a  result,  your  Board  recom- 
mend the  appointment  of  a  Committee  who  will  take 
this  whole  subject  under  advisement  and  repoit  at 
some  future  meeting. 

Meanwhile,  let  not  your  Association  relax  any 
effort  to  relieve  suffering,  to  comfort  the  unfortunate, 
to  sympathize  with  sorrow,  and  raise  up  him  that 
has  fallen. 

Tn^  seasons  of  uncommon  distress  and  suffering, 
soup-liouse  associations  and  local  organizations  have 
their  ofRce  and  benefit,  and  are  cordially  welcomed 
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into  the  family  of  beuevoleiice  ;  but  in  scasoiib  of 
only  ordinary  pressure,  when  an  organization  exists 
tliat  readies  every  family,  both  for  distribulion  and 
eollection,  it  is  better,  in  the  judrrment  of  your 
Board,  that  one  association  only  should  be  tlie  almoner 
of  public  charity. 

Every  ad<lilional  Society  creates  some  conilicfing 
interest,  besides  giving  the  impostor  autl  slntlifiil,  a 
better  chance  to  live  on  your  contributions. 

The  coming  winler,  it  is  hoped,  Avill  b»\ir  witli  1» 
severity  on  tlie  ])oor  than  di<l  l)ie  last. 

Fuel  is  nol  so  expensive,  some  kinds  (»f  pr(»vi.sion 
are  less^  while  tlie  prices  of  other  kinds  ruU'  higluM. 

Tlie  number  of  those  without  employment ,  will  V»e 
lefts;  labor  will,  perhaps,  be  a  liltie  bettor  paid,  but 
of  the  two  Uiousand  four  iiuiidre<l  and  fifty  seven 
families  a.ssisted  last  year  by  your  benevolence,  how 
many  will  get  through  the  coming  winter  wilhoul 
help  ?  Some  of  them  will;  others  hav^'  h^ft  ihe  city. 
Nol  a  few  of  the  old  i cclpitMils,  logetlior  wil li  ^ome 
new  ones,  will  require  assistance;  therefore,  if  muat 
bo  expected  that  cases  of  real  suflering  will  be 
numerous. 

The  l>oard  of  Managers,  in  conclusion,  return  the 
Association  their  nnftngne«l  lhaidcs  for  the  yearly 
evidence,  by  your  donatir>ns,  thai  the  poor  are  nt^ither 
forgotten  or  rejected. 

Your  liberal  contributions  are  solicited  for  the 
coming  year,  that  your  Board  may  thus  have  the 
means,  as  heretofore,  to  cheer  the  heart  of  the 
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wiJovv — to  say  to  the  hungry,  here  is  bread — to  the 
naked,  here  is  clothing — to  the  fieezing,  here  is  fuel. 
Then  will  your  visitors  rejoice  in  the  work  to  which 
they  are  set,  and  pointing  to  the  members  of  your 
association,  proudly  say  to  every  poor  unfortunate, 
these  are  your  friends.'* 

Give  alms — the  needy  sink  with  pain — 
Tbe  orphans  mourn,  the  crushed  complain. 
Give  freely — hoarded  gold  is  curst 
A  prey  to  robl>ers,  and  to  rust.'^ 

Go  gladly,  with  true  sympathy,  * 
Where  want's  pale  victims  pine." 
And  hid  lire's  sweetest  smiles  again 
Along  their  pathway  shine.'' 

J.  AtlLTON  SMITH.  1 

THOS.  C.  FANNING,  i  n 

A.  VV.  BENSON.       '  !  Committee. 

LUTflER  EAMES.  1 
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TREASUREirS  ACCOUNTS. 


The  undersigned,  a  Committee  appointed  by  tlie 
Board  of  Managers  to  examine  and  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
Association  for  the  past  season,  have  attended  to  the 
duty  assigned  them,  and  beg  leave  to  report  as 
foUows  : 

Balance  ou  hand  October  9ib,  1854,   $74  56 

Collections  received  to  October  9tli,  1855,         14,724  94 


$14,799  50 

Amount  paid  as  per  vouchers^.   14,713  34 


Leaving  a  balance  now  in  the  Treasury  of. . .       $86  16 

And  your  Committee  certify  the  same  to  be  correct. 

J.  T.  DAVENPORT,  I  Committee 
JOHN  J.  STUDWELL,  j  ^'^^^ttel. 
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APPLICANTS  FUR  AID. 


Of  the  applirarits  for  aid,  it  may  ho  snppobiod  that 
many  are  rclurlaiilly,  yet  iierossarily  rejerLed.  It  is 
tlie 'Jcsign  of  the  Associalion  to  aid  all  ior  whom  no 
other  provision  is  made.  Were  it  the  pnrposc  to 
relievo  all,  irrespective  of  such  a  provision,  then  other 
charities  would  be  superseded,  the  alms-house  might 
he  (Icmolished,  and  evei'y  other  form  of  alms-gi ving, 
puhlic,  ]>]ivat('  and  ass()ciat(»,  cease.  ]]iit  this  lu'ing, 
fnr  obvious  reasons,  neither  desirable  nor  pract  icable, 
it  is  important  thai,  the  action  of  the  inganization  in 
this  particular  should  be  cl(\arly  undei'stood. 

Tn  the  list  of  exceptions  may  be  inchnh^d, 

Firs/,  Incorrigible  mendicants,  the  willfully  im- 
provident, the  indolent  who  will  not  work,^nd  the 
intemperate,  on  whom  neither  c^ounsel,  nor  kindness, 
no)"  alms,  after  faithful  trial,  have  availed  to  recover 
from  their  wicked,  wasteful  and  ruinous  course. 
Such  being  referred  to  public  relief,  are  left  to  learn 
wisdom  in  the  school  of  experience  ;  for  they  will 
learn  in  no  other.  In  regard  to  such,  there  is  a  com- 
mand from  God,  *'  If  a  man  will  not  work,  neither 
shall  he  eat/' 
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Sfcoml^  All  persons  who  have  relatives  ahle  and 
willing  to  relieve  them — for  it  would  not  be  right  to 
interfere  with  those  reciprocal  claims  and  obligations 
founded  in  affinity,  which  have  both  a  divine  and 
humane  sanction. 

Third,  All  who  have  become  so  pauperized  in 
spirit  by  long-continued  vagrancy,  or  other  causes, 
that  there  i^no  hope  of  inciting  them  to  self-support, 
and  to  aid  whom  would  foster  a  great  social  evil. 

Fourthy  All  that  have  legitimate  claims  on  other 
sources  of  relief,  which  can  be  used  for  their  benefit ; 
for  it  is  not  the  design  of  the  Institution  to  supersede 
existing  available  charities 

Fifth,  All  persons  who  from  any  cause  are  likely 
to  be  entirely  and  permanently  dependent  on  charity ; 
because  if  these  should  iie  relieved,  the  entire  funds 
of  the  Association  would  soon  be  exhausted  in  the 
support  of  a  j^ermanent  list,  and  its  primaiy  objects — 
the  elevation  of  the  moral  and  physical  condition  of 
the  poor — be  defeated.  Such  persons  should  become 
an  in-door  public  charge,  which  is  far  preferable  to 
dependence  on  incidental  relief. 

Sixth,  All  recent  emigrants  who  have  claims  on 
the  Emigration  Department  ;  because  the  said  de- 
partment is  obligated  by  law  to  care  for  such  persons, 
if  needy,  for  five  years  after  their  arrival,  and  are 
provided  with  means  for  this  purpose.  Consequently 
every  dollar  expended  on  such  by  the  Association, 
would  be  an  improper  appropriation  of  so  much  of 
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its  funds,  wliich  liave  been  intrusted  to  it  for  other 
oljects. 

By  refusing  aid  to  the  foregoing  description  of 
persons,  none  are  necessarily  left  to  suffer.  Even 
those  who  obstinately  persist  in  their  vicious  courses, 
have  a  resource  in  Alms  House  relief.  The  Associa- 
tion in  niakinor  these  exceptions,  is  governed  by  such 
liumane  and  economical  considerations^s  have  im- 
portaiit  moral  and  social  bearings,  both  on  the  indi- 
viduals concerned  and  the  public.  To  be  less 
discriminating  and  rigid,  would  in  many  instances 
violate  the  Divine  law;  the  Institution  would  become 
the  enemy  rjithoi-  than  the  friend  nf  humanity,  and 
pioduce  mischirfs  would    counlerl)alance  its 

benefits. 


19 


APPLICANTS  RELIEVED. 


After  so  thorough  a  sifting,  let  it  not  be  supposed 
that  but  few  entitled  to  aid  remain.  Far  from  this  is 
the  fact.    The  persons  aided  consist  chiefly, 

Firsts  Of  indigent  widows  and  deserted  wives  with 
young  children — a  very  numerous  class — who,  in 
struggling  to  support  and  properly  train  their  fami- 
lies, are  often  overtaken  by  want,  and  as  often 
assisted  and  also  counselled  in  the  management  of 
their  affairs,  with  the  rational  expectation  that  such 
attentions  and  aid  might  not  only  save  them  from 
degradation  and  vice,  but  prove  the  means  eventually 
of  introducing  them  into  society  as  self-dependent, 
industrious  and  useful  citizens. 

Sfco7i(l,  Of  educated  and  even  accomplished 
females,  who  have  been  reduced  from  comfortable 
circumstances  to  dependence,  and  who  are  now 
without  the  ability  of  earning  their  subsistence. 
They,  unfortunately,  answer  to  the  description  of 
those  who  cannot  dig,  and  to  beg  are  ashamed." 
Many  of  them  have  been  mentally  and  mor^illy 
cultivated,  but  are  physically  feeble,  because  too 
delicately  reared ;  and  being  uninstructed  in  any 
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useful  art  or  employment,  have  noitlier  strcugtli  nor 
skill  to  engage  in  remunerative  occupations.  They 
arc,  in  gliort/the  victims  of  a  mistaken  education,  and 
by  a  life  of  humiliation  and  want  are  suffering  tlie 
severe  penalties  of  parental  pride  and  folly.  The 
relief  of  this  class  is  often  accompanied  by  such  eflorls 
as  result  in  interesting  respectable  families  in  their 
behalf,  v/hose  sympathies  and  assistance  are  better 
suited  to  meet  their  peculiar  wants  than  organized 
charity. 

Thirdy  Females  once  in  comfortable  circumstances, 
who  have  been  reduced  to  poverty  by  the  death  or 
misfortunes  of  their  husbands  and  relatives,  or  by 
other  causiB.  Widows  of  tradesmen  or  mechnnics, 
having  children,  and  perhaps,  aged  falhers  and 
ni(ith(us  depending  upon  tliem  for  support.  Tiie.se 
are  mostly  American  l)orn,  and  cenerally  deserving 
of  comniiscM'ation  and  aid. 

¥oiirllt^  The  sick  and  bereaved  generally,  who  by 
their  misf()rtunes  have  been  brought  to  tempcuary 
want.  'J'his  class  is  very  numeious,  and  has  drawn 
laigely  on  the  .sympathy  and  assistance  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. Sickness  and  death  being  unutterable 
sorrow  where  they  enter,  whether  it  ))e  into  the 
hovels  of  the  poor  or  the  mansions  of  the  opulent. 
But  these  alllictions  are  sadly  aggravated  l>yjpoverty, 
where  there  are  n<,»ne  to  pity  or  to  succor. 


Fifth^  Those  who  liave  been  accustomed  to  pro- 
vide their  own  support,  and  prefer  self-dependence 
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ro  reliance  on  alms  ;  but  being  reduced  to  want  by 
unavoidable  causes  may  require  temporary  aid. 

Sixth,  Recent  emigrants  and  those  having  claims 
on  other  charities,  but  who,  having  been  referred  to 
their  proper  sources  of  relief,  on  failing  to  receive 
aid,  have  fallen  back  on  this  Institution.  The 
Visitors,  pitying  their  extreme  destitution,  often  give 
what  is  designed  fur  temporary  relief.  In  this  way  ^ 
large  numbers  have  bt^en  aided  by  us  who  do  not 
belong  to  us.  The  effect  of  giving  tu  tliis  last  class 
is  generally  injurious.  The  Emigration  establish- 
ment, the  Alms  House  Department  and  others,  hnd- 
ing  that  the  cases  neglected  by  them  are  cared  for 
by  this  Association,  one  strong  incentive  to  hdelity 
on  their  part  is  removed,  and  they  are  en(;i>uraged 
to  throw  upon  this  charity,  so  far  as  it  is  willing 
to  bear  it,  the  support  of  all  the  out-door  poor  in 
the  city. 


NOTE. 


Thk  Boaki)  of  Maxaokhs  trust  that  contributors  to  the 
funds  of  this  Association  will  see,  and  concur  in  the  propriety 
of  leaving  it  to  the  official  Visitor  to  iletermine,  who  are  aid 

wlio  arc  uot  proper  recipients  of  these  charities. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE  I. 

This  Institutiuu  shall  be  called  The  Brooklyn  Asso- 
ciition  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Condition  of  lite  Poor. 

ARTICLE  U. 

The  design  is  in  '^ei^eral,  the  elevatiun  i»t  tiie  moial 
and  physical  condiliun  of  the  indigent  :  and  as  far  as 
compatible  with  these  objects,  the  relief  of  tlieir 
necessities. 

ARTICLE  m. 

£]veiy  person  who  becomes  an  annual  subscriber 
or  visitor,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  aff  airs  of  the  Association  sliall  be  managed  by 
a  President,  five  Vice  Presidents,  a  Treasurer,  a  Cor- 
responding Secretary  and  General  Ageiit,  a  Recordini^ 
Secretary,  the  elected  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  the  members  of  the  several  Advi- 
sory Committees,  who  shall  constitute  a  Board  of 
Managers. 

ARTICLE  V. 

There  shall  bo  an  Executive  Committee,  to  consist 
of  the  President,  Vice  Pi-esidents,  Kecordinc^  Secre- 
tary, the  Chairman  of  each  Advisory  Committee,  and 
seven  elected  members,  on  whom  shall  devolve  all  the 
business  of  the  Association,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Board  of  Managers. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  be 
held  in  the  month  of  October,  when  the  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Board  of  ManaG:ers  for  the  past 
year  shall  be  submitted,  and  the  Officers  and  Mana- 
gers for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be  elected. 

ARTICLE  vn. 

The  Board  of  Managers  shall  have  authority  to 
make  By-Laws,  to  ffll  vacancies  that  may  uccur, 
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appoint  Committees,  and  generally  to  exercise  a  con- 
trol over  the  funds  and  operations  of  the  Association. 
ARTICLE  Tin. 

An  office  shall  be  opened  in  an  eligible  situation  for 
the  purpose  of  concentrating  and  diffusing  all  iniorma- 
tion  [jcilaining  to  the  operations  and  objects  of  the 
Association,  and  for  thu  transaction  of  its  general 
business. 

ARTICLF  IX. 

The  city  shall  be  divided  into  nine  distiicts,  the 
first  Hve  Wards  constituting  each  a  district,  and  the 
Sixth  and  8evpnth  Waids  each  two  districts.  The  fiist 
district  of  the  ISixth  W iwd,  lying  west  of  and  including 
Court  street,  and  the  second  district,  east  of  0(»urt 
street;  the  first  district  of  the  Seventh  Ward,  lying 
west  ol  Clinton  avenue,  and  the  second,  lying  east  of, 
and  including  Clinton  avenue — eleven  Wnrds,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Eighth  and  Ninth,  constituting 
each  a  distiict.  Kach  ilistrict  shall  be  rej)iesented 
in  the  I^oard  of  Managc'rs  by  an  advisory  coinnjiltee, 
to  consist  of  five  members,  which  committee  shall 
subdivide  their  several  districts  into  sections,  appoint 
visitors  therefor  with  ])Ower  to  fill  vacancies  which 
may  occur,  and  exercise  a  general  supervision  over 
the  operations  in  their  resj^ectivo  districts. 

ARTICLE  X. 

The  Board  of  Managers  shall  piovide  piinted 
tickets,  which  shall  be  unilbrmly  used  by  the  members 
of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

Special  meetings  of  the  Association  may  be  called 
by  the  Secretary  under  the  direction  of  the  President, 
or  on  receiving  a  recpiisition  signed  by  five  membeis. 
Two  day's  notice  must  be  given  of  the  time  and  place 
of  meeting. 

ARTICLE  XI r. 

This  Constitution  shall  not  be  altered  except  at  a 
general  meeting  of  the  Association,  and  by  a  vote  of 
two- thirds  of  the  members  present. 


NOTICE. 


The  undersigned  will  call  in  a  few 
days  for  your  contribution  to  this 
charity. 


